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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listingSs^ of claims in the 
application. 


Listing of Claims: 


1. (currently amended). A slam latch and strike assembly for releasably connecting 

i 

together jtwo adjacent support members that are relatively displaceable between a generally planar 
closed ppsition and a relatively laterally displaced open position, comprising: 


(a) a generally tubular body adapted for connection with a first one of said 
support members, said body having a vertical longitudinal axis and a 
horizontal divider wall defining upper and lower chambers in said body, 
said body having at its lower end a wall portion containing a transverse 
opening communicating with said lower chambei^ 

(b) a latch member mounted in said wall opening for axial displacement 
between retracted and extended positions relative to said body, said latch 
member including a iirst end portion that extends fix)m said housing when 
said latch member is in said extended position; 

(c) spring means biasing said latch member toward said extended position 
relative to said body; 

(d) release means for displacing said latch toward said retracted position 
relative to said body; and 


(e) . a strike m«nber adapted for connection with a second one of said support 
members at a locatk>n adjacent said latch first end when said latch member 
B in said extended position, said strike member having a loi^itudinal axis 
generally parallel with said body longitudinal axis; 

CO saki latch member first end portion and said strike member having adjacent 
generally parallel sur&ces each provided with a series of cooperating 
ratcheting latch teeth and strike teeth, respectively, 
(I) saki latch teeth and said strike teeth being in engagement when 


said latch is in said extended position and said support members 
are in said relatively closed position; 
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(2) 


(3) 


the ratcheting configuration of said latch teeth and said strke teeth 
being such as to permit movement of said support members 
toward said closed position, but to prevent movement of said 
support members toward said open position; 
at least on e of said adjacent Intn h f> n d and stri ke^member-surfaces 
being convex, the transvorso tipa and valleys of the i c xsth carri e d by 
s aid convoK surfiioo b ei ng c urved and having a radius of curvature 
correcponding ge n e rally to the r^'if" '' nf rnn r ^iture of said convex 
fiHffeeer said latch teeth and said strike teeth, when in the engaged 
condition, having transverse tins contained m vertically spaced 
horizontal planes. resDcctiveK^. all of said tins being curved and 
convex, thereby to compensate for slight nr>isalignment between 
said latch and strike members. 


Cancelled. 


3. (cun^nlly amended) A slam latch and strike assembly as defined in claim 3 JU wherein 
said strilce member is cvlindrical and has a circular cross-sectional configuration, the tips of said 
strike teUh being cffcular. said strike member co ntaining a longitudinal bore for receiving a 


fastening member, 

I 
! 

! 

4. (cuTxently amended) A slam latch and strike assembly as defined in claim 1, ^K^rein 
said striioB member has a generally polygonal cross-sectional configuratio n, and the tips of saki 
strike tefcth are arcuate , 

5. (currently amended) A slam latch and strike assemMy as defined in claim 1, wherein 
nn'.A »^iLra wnnnno mnhirj^ for releasablv connecting together two adjacent suppo rt members 
that are Relatively displaceable between a ggierallv planar closed posft ion and a relatively laterally 


displaced open position, comprising: 

i (a^ a generaOv tubular body adapted for connection w ith a first one of said 

I su pport members, said body having a vertical longitudmal axis and a 

horizontal divider wall defining upper and low er chambers in said bodv. 
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Qftid body having at its lower end a waB portion containing a transversa 

o pemno: cQOiniunicating with said lower chamber: 

(b^ a latch member mounted in said wall opening for axial displacement 

between retracted and extended positions relative to said bod v. said latch 

member "aicluding a first end portion that extends fix>m said h ousing when 

said latch member in said extended position: 

(c^ spring means biasing said latch member toward said extended position 

relative to said body: 

(d^ release means for displacing said latch toward said retr acted position 

relative to said body, said release means including: 

(I) a release handle phrotally connected with said lx)dy for pivotal 
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